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CHILD PROTECTION — FOSTER CARE PROGRAM 
Statement 

HON COLIN de GRUSSA (Agricultural) [5.02 pm]: I rise today to speak on a very important issue related to 
a letter that a constituent brought to my attention about child protection, something that I am sure everyone would 
agree is a very important issue. I will read from that letter to provide a bit of context. It states — 

I am writing to you on behalf of Western Australian Foster Carers. I belong to a group called 
“Foster Carer Support, Western Australia” We as foster carers feel that our needs are not being heard. 
Our aim as carers is providing children with a loving, stable and most importantly safe environment to 
grow up in. Where appropriate we support reunification but not after a certain time frame has lapsed. 
Permanency Planning needs to be made legislation and once orders are issued they should not be revoked. 
I will briefly share my story with you. I was called to Princess Margaret Hospital to pick up a small baby 
who had been in the ICU unit for 9 weeks, fighting for her life. She was born at 31 weeks gestation to 
two Methamphetamine addicts. She has severe kidney damage from mum’s methamphetamine use and 
will require a kidney transplant in the near future. Her pituitary gland also isn’t properly formed, she does 
not make Thyroid, Cortisol or Growth Hormones. So our new life revolves around this precious girl and 
her rigorous medical and hospital regime. We are one of the lucky ones. 

After a year of parents constantly failing drug tests, having no comprehension of her medical needs, 
mother being arrested for dealing and father now incarcerated for burglary ... we were granted an 
Order Until 18. This I thought would greatly reduce my familie’s anxiety of her being returned to a life 
I would not wish on my worst enemy. 
However “mum” still threatens “I’m going to get her back!” so again that sick feeling returns and I have 
no guarantee that I can keep this baby safe. Surely after nearly two years of administering medication 
8 times a day and sitting by her hospital bed I should be afforded the luxury of knowing an order until 
18 means just that. It states in the DCP literature, “The emphasis of permanency planning is for the child 
to have a LONG TERM plan and for them to know where they will grow up. Where a child is under 
a protection order (until 18), and they have been in a planned stable care arrangement that meets their 
needs for more than two years, a change in placement (including going home) is generally not 
appropriate” Why is this not being enforced? I realise that our next step is applying for an SGO order but 
as before with the 18 order the parents will not consent and the whole court cycle starts once again. Of 
course the parents aren’t going to sign and once again the power is given to those who neither deserve it 
nor have the best interests of the child at heart. 

I’m sorry but to me if you inject yourself with methamphetamines every day of your pregnancy you have 
lost your right to have a say what is in the best interests of your child. After reading the many stories of 
children being returned to family who are on 18 year orders, sometimes after many years.... My heart 
breaks. When an Order Until 18 is issued these families have had ample amount of time to “change their 
ways” they are offered that much support it is ridiculous. We need to break the cycle! Give these children 
a chance, let them grow up in the loving and stable home that they know and love. Can you imagine being 
taken off the only family you know … it merely means providing that child with a safe home that they 
never have to be worried about being removed from. 
Foster Carers sacrifice a lot for these beautiful children and we do so gladly but it would be nice to have 
someone in our corner for a change. Permanency Planning needs to be made legislation with defined time 
parameters and once an order is issued there should be no going back. 

This wonderful, compassionate person who has made a decision to be a foster carer, along with her family, of 
course, said that her heart breaks reading stories of children being returned to their birth parents when they have 
already been given a protection order until aged 18 years. My heart broke reading this letter. There is something 
wrong with the system if we are tearing children away from a loving, safe environment when their birth parents 
have failed to prove themselves as being responsible and are unable to provide the care and support the child needs 
and deserves. I do not believe that being a child’s biological mother or father makes one a parent. Being a parent 
is so much more than just bringing a child into the world. It is about providing a loving, nurturing, caring, giving, 
safe and stable influence. It is about giving a child the best start in life. I have also received correspondence from 
other foster families, who spoke of other situations in which children have been returned to volatile, unsafe and 
unhealthy family environments when they had foster families willing to continue to take care of them. In one 
situation, a girl was reunified with her biological mother after seven years. That child is now 14 and is using drugs 
that have been given to her by her own mother. 

As the Nationals WA spokesperson for child protection, and as a father to three beautiful girls and stepfather to 
two more, I cannot imagine what these children have suffered and continue to suffer through. I cannot—indeed, 
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we cannot—continue to let this happen. I will be advocating for the legislation surrounding child protection to 
become stronger and for an order until 18 to mean just that—that the child will remain in a supporting, loving 
home until they turn 18 years old. Not all situations will require an order until 18. When the biological parents 
have shown that they are in a position to provide a stable, caring home for their child, we should work towards 
reunification. I believe that foster carers support that, too, and that is exactly what they have told me. Above all, 
members, we must stop failing these kids. 
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